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good share of his energies*   But of his political activities
during this period more will be said in another place*
Having become a qualified solicitor* the further question
of his immediate future had to be considered. Mr* Breesc
had died in 1881* " He was a kind master, a thorough
man, a man capacitated for great things, obstructed in
their attainment by ill health, and finally cut off by death,
and that prematurely/1 That is how Lloyd George paid
his tribute to the memory of one to whom he owed much,
By that time Richard Lloyd and his family had moved
from Llanystumdwy to Criccieth, having rented there a
small house below the hill on which stand the ruins of
the old castle. The Portmadoc firm suggested that a
branch should be opened at Criccieth, with Lloyd George
in charge of it. After some misgivings the offer was
accepted* But for some reason which is not clear the
arrangement never seems to have worked smoothly* and
before long Mr, Casson suggested that it should be aban-
doned, and that the young lawyer should become their
clerk in one of their best Merionethshire branches, Finan-
cially it was a good offer, and its acceptance would have
relieved him of the terrible anxiety and insecurity which
now hung like a dark cloud over his professional prospects.
For every penny had by now been spent; he was unable to
afford even the few pounds required for the purchase of
professional robes; and Criccieth was far too small a place
to provide a living for a solicitor. But Lloyd George had
two strong objections to taking the safe and easy course:
the first was that he would be only a paid assistant, instead
of being, as he was determined to be, his own master ? and
the second was that the office to which it was proposed to
transfer him was a Tory one, and he feared that its political
atmosphere would prove a hindrance to the political work
which he was now hankering after* With the full approval